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01_BrownHillGardens_2023Apr18_KKBrown.jpg

Inspired by the Approach Road at the nearby  Biltmore Estate, entry to Brown Hill 
Gardens begins with a thoughtfully planned 1000' approach road that winds through 
the woods and native rhododendrons.  The native moss shoulders are carefully 
cultivated and maintained to intrigue and welcome visitors to the garden. Early spring 
with mountain ridge visible in the distance. 
Photograph by Karen K Brown.

Karen K. 
Brown

4/18/2023

02_BrownHillGardens_2023Mar13_KKBrown.jpg

Late winter view of Approach Road, perennial bed and shrubs added for additional 
interest and color in colder seasons. Early blooming honeysuckle, Lenten roses, Illicium 
and Witchhazel. 
Photograph by Karen K Brown.

Karen K. 
Brown

3/13/2023

03_BrownHillGardens_2023Jun30_KKBrown.jpg

Approach Road at the beginning of summer. Trees leafed out, native moss on road and 
shoulders, maintained by keeping it clear of leaves and other debris.  Roof of house 
barely visible in middle of photo. 
Photograph by Karen K Brown.

Karen K. 
Brown

6/30/2023

04_BrownHillGardens_2023Mar13_KKBrown2.jpg

View looking from the upper end of the driveway back down the Approach Road.  Lower 
lawn on left side with firepit along midpoint of driveway created for outdoor gatherings.  
Spring bulbs begiining to bloom. Mountain ridge line visible in distance. Family dog, 
Rosie, on patrol. 
Photograph by Karen K Brown.

Karen K. 
Brown

3/13/2023

05_BrownHillGardens_2021May19_KKBrown.jpg
Top of drive, mid-spring, looking down Approach Road. Dry stream bed on left side of 
drive to manage water run off. Fort McNair Horsechestnut tree in bloom, right side of 
photo. Photograph by Karen K Brown.

Karen K. 
Brown

5/19/2021

06_BrownHillGardens_2022Sep15_ALockwood.jpg

Almost fall view of the Fort McNair Horsechestnut tree and planted beds along end of 
house.  Tennesee field stone and pea gravel path leads from driveway to patio and 
gardens in rear of house. 
Photograph by Anna Lockwood.

Anna 
Lockwood

9/15/2022

07_BrownHillGardens_2021May19_KKBrown.jpg

Drive court view, mid-spring. Front door of house hidden by Peris shrubs; clematis 
blooming on trellis between garage and mandoor. Hand forged iron gate on right side is 
access point for breezeway that runs between house and root cellar. 
Photograph by Karen K Brown.

Karen K. 
Brown

5/19/2021

08_BrownHillGardens_2021Apr13_KKBrown.jpg

View from front of house, looking to the stone steps that lead to terrace area with 
seating and fire pit.  Bank planted with sun-loving conifers, shrubs and perennials; 
annual color added for seasonal interest.  Yard hydrant at left of stairs makes for easy 
watering. 
Photograph by Karen K Brown.

Karen K. 
Brown

4/13/2021
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09_BrownHillGardens_2023Apr18_KKBrown.jpg
Stacked stone retaining wall runs the length of the drive court. Note change in elevation 
and blending of planned/planted garden into native woodlands. 
Photograph by Karen K Brown.

Karen K. 
Brown

4/18/2023

10_BrownHillGardens_2021Sep13_ALockwood.jpg
View from seating area terrace, showing front of house and foundation plantings. The 
family dog, Rosie, enjoys the shade.
Photograph by Anna Lockwood.

Anna 
Lockwood

9/13/2021

11_BrownHillGardens_2021May19_KKBrown.jpg

Upper pathway along rear area of root cellar (roof edge visible on left side of photo). 
Planted with a variety of perennials, shrubs and dwarf trees for all season interest.  This 
area is accessed via the stone stairway shown in prior photo. 
Photograph by Karen K Brown.

Karen K. 
Brown

5/19/2021

12_BrownHillGardens_2021May19_KKBrown.jpg
View looking towards fire pit/sitting area terrace and drive court from the upper path. 
Photograph by Karen K Brown.

Karen K. 
Brown

5/19/2021

13_BrownHillGardens_2021May19_KKBrown.jpg
Easy step up from upper path onto root cellar roof to view terrace and woodland above 
the drive court. 
Photograph by Karen K Brown.

Karen K. 
Brown

5/19/2021

14_BrownHillGardens_2021Sep13_KKBrown.jpg

Late summer view from roof of root cellar onto the upper planted pathway. Path curves 
and continues downhill to the potting shed area with access to root cellar and 
breezeway. 
Photograph by Karen K Brown.

Karen K. 
Brown

9/13/2021

15_BrownHillGardens_2021Apr13_KKBrown.jpg
Early spring view of upper planted pathway. Note blending of planted/planned gardens 
into natural woodland. 
Photograph by Karen K Brown.

Karen K. 
Brown

4/13/2021

16_BrownHillGardens_2021Oct13_ALockwood.jpg
First glimpse of side lawn and deck from the potting shed work area. Pieris hedge hides 
this work are from the lawn below.
Photograph by Anna Lockwood.

Anna 
Lockwood

10/13/2021

17_BrownHillGardens_2021May19_KMorgan.jpg
Specimen plantings along path leading from upper planted path to potting shed area 
and continuing down to the side yard.
Photograph by Katrina Morgan.

Katrina 
Morgan

5/19/2021

18_BrownHillGardens_2023Apr18_KKBrown.jpg
Stacked stone and block retaining wall defining the work area outside the potting shed 
and breezeway. 
Photograph by Karen K Brown.

Karen K. 
Brown

4/18/2023
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19_BrownHillGardens_2021May19_KKBrown.jpg
The family dog, Rosie, enjoys a shortcut from the upper planted path down to the work 
area just outside of the breezeway. 
Photograph by Karen K Brown.

Karen K. 
Brown

5/19/2021

20_BrownHillGardens_2021May19_KKBrown.jpg
Mid-spring view of the work area, buckets, wheelbarrow, and golf cart in view tucked in 
the breezway.  
Photograph by Karen K Brown.

Karen K. 
Brown

5/19/2021

21_BrownHillGardens_2021Sep13_ALockwood.jpg

Late summer view of the  octagonal deck and grassy side lawn, woodland provides 
complete privacy. Stone steppers in grass run alongside a perennial border, Cardinal 
flowers in bloom and lead to a patio and seating area.
Photograph by Anna Lockwood.

Anna 
Lockwood

9/13/2021

22_BrownHillGardens_2023Mar13_KKBrown.jpg

Looking up to the blooming pieris hedge that screens the work area just outside the 
potting shed. Stone steps from upper level descend through a archway created by the 
pieris. Path onto lawn are bordered by sculpted boxwoods. 
Photograph by Karen K Brown.

Karen K. 
Brown

3/13/2023

23_BrownHillGardens_2021May19_KKBrown.jpg
Stone staircase from the grass lawn to the potting shed area. Bordered with boxwood, 
pachysandra and topped with a pieris archway opening. 
Photograph by Karen K Brown.

Karen K. 
Brown

5/19/2021

24_BrownHillGardens_2021Apr13_KKBrown.jpg

Grassy lawn patio and surrounding garden beds designed in 2004 by landscape 
architect, Kirk Alexander. This area is a focal point of the landscape, visible from many 
areas including the screen porch and decks. Often used as a central gathering place 
before heading out to view various areas of the property. 
Photograph by Karen K Brown.

Karen K. 
Brown

4/13/2021

25_BrownHillGardens_2023Apr18_KKBrown.jpg
Early April, blooming Lily of the Valley in the perennial border along steppers that lead 
from lower patio area to the grassy lawn patio area shown in photo #24. 
Photograph by Karen K Brown.

Karen K. 
Brown

4/18/2023

26_BrownHillGardens_2021May19_KKBrown.jpg
Mid-spring view of the layered perennial border. This garden bed was designed by the 
garden owner. 
Photograph by Karen K Brown.

Karen K. 
Brown

5/19/2021

27_BrownHillGardens_2023Mar13_KKBrown.jpg
Nearing the end of winter, this view shows the second floor screened porch, the lower 
patio, the multi-elevation deck and the mountain ridge through the trees. 
Photograph by Karen K Brown.

Karen K. 
Brown

3/13/2023
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28_BrownHillGardens_2023Mar13_KKBrown.jpg
Eastern view, almost spring, from the top of the deck stairs, looking out to the woods 
and rhodendrons. 
Photograph by Karen K Brown.

Karen K. 
Brown

3/13/2023

29_BrownHillGardens_2023Mar13_KKBrown.jpg
View from the lower octagonal deck, almost spring, looking through the woods and 
rhododendrons to the distant mountain ridge. 
Photograph by Karen K Brown.

Karen K. 
Brown

3/13/2023

30_BrownHillGardens_2023Mar13_KKBrown.jpg

Blended photo - Left panel: Late winter view from the lower deck though the blooming 
forsythia, the native rhododendrons and the hardwoods.  Right panel: Same view barely 
a month later. 
Photograph by Karen K Brown.

Karen K. 
Brown

3/13/2023
4/18/2023

31_BrownHillGardens_2023Mar13_KKBrown.jpg
Looking up from the lower, winding, stone stepper path to the deck and screened porch 
in late winter; forsythia in bloom. Note slope of landscape. 
Photograph by Karen K Brown.

Karen K. 
Brown

3/13/2023

32_BrownHillGardens_2023Mar13_KKBrown.jpg
View of the screen porch and lower patio in early spring. 
Photograph by Karen K Brown.

Karen K. 
Brown

3/13/2023

33_BrownHillGardens_2023Mar13_KKBrown.jpg
A late winter view from inside the porch looking out to the side lawn and sitting area. 
Pieris in bloom; note woodland hillside.  
Photograph by Karen K Brown.

Karen K. 
Brown

3/13/2023

34_BrownHillGardens_2023Apr18_KKBrown.jpg
Springtime view from inside the house, looking out to the lawn area, perennial border, 
steppingstones and sitting area. Woodlands beginning to leaf out. 
Photograph by Karen K Brown.

Karen K. 
Brown

4/18/2023

35_BrownHillGardens_2023Apr18_KKBrown.jpg
View from an interior window looking back to the small lawn beside the lower patio and 
the screened porch.  
Photograph by Karen K Brown.

Karen K. 
Brown

4/18/2023

36_BrownHillGardens_2023Mar13_KKBrown.jpg
Beginning of the stepping stone and gravel path from drive court area to the lower patio 
and small grass lawn. Late winter, Redbud tree in bloom. 
Photograph by Karen K Brown.

Karen K. 
Brown

3/13/2023

37_BrownHillGardens_2021May19_KMorgan.jpg

Stepping stone and gravel path from lower patio area to the drive court. Springtime 
with the Fort McNair Horsechestnut in bloom, new (red leaf) growth on the  pieris that 
border the path. 
Photograph by Katrina Morgan.

Katrina 
Morgan

5/19/2021
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38_BrownHillGardens_2023Mar13_KKBrown.jpg
Stepping stone and gravel path from drive court area to the lower patio and small grass 
lawn. Late winter, Redbud tree in bloom. 
Photograph by Karen K Brown.

Karen K. 
Brown

3/13/2023

39_BrownHillGardens_2021May19_KMorgan.jpg
Stone stepper stairway and pea gravel path leading from the Approach Road, leading up 
to the small lawn beside the lower patio. 
Photograph by Katrina Morgan.

Katrina 
Morgan

5/19/2021

40_BrownHillGardens_2021Jun30_KKBrown.jpg
Closer view of the stone stepper stairway.  Epimediums in abundance and anemone in 
bloom. 
Photograph by Karen K Brown.

Karen K. 
Brown

6/30/2021

41_BrownHillGardens_2021May19_KKBrown.jpg

Simple gravel path leading into the lower gardens, bordered by blooming 
rhododendrons, epimendiums, hostas and a variety of perennials and conifers. Tall 
forest trees keep the path in mostly shade. 
Photograph by Karen K Brown.

Karen K. 
Brown

5/19/2021

42_BrownHillGardens_2021Apr13_KKBrown.jpg

Descending stone path leading to the lower gardens, a sculptural metal sunflower by  
local artist. Path curbed with firld stones and planted with mixture of sun and shade 
loving plants and shrubs. Spring view. 
Photograph by Karen K Brown.

Karen K. 
Brown

4/13/2021

43_BrownHillGardens_2023Jun30_KKBrown.jpg
Summer view of same path described in photo #42. 
Photograph by Karen K Brown.

Karen K. 
Brown

6/30/2023

44_BrownHillGardens_2021May19_KKBrown.jpg
Shady gravel path wanders through the lower gardens, hosta, astilbe, ferns, spirea, holly 
along the path. 
Photograph by Karen K Brown.

Karen K. 
Brown

5/19/2021

45_BrownHillGardens_2023Mar13_KKBrown.jpg
Late winter view of a gravel pathway in lower gardens. 
Photograph by Karen K Brown.

Karen K. 
Brown

3/13/2023

46_BrownHillGardens_2021May19_KKBrown.jpg
Pea gravel pathway through the rhododendrons, hostas and hellebores in mid-spring. 
Photograph by Karen K Brown.

Karen K. 
Brown

5/19/2021

47_BrownHillGardens_2021May19_KKBrown.jpg
Mid-spring view of gravel path leading through gardens below decks. Beds planted with 
a mix of perennials, shrubs and trees. 
Photograph by Karen K Brown.

Karen K. 
Brown

5/19/2021

48_BrownHillGardens_2023Apr18_KKBrown.jpg
Early spring view of gravel path leading through gardens below decks. Beds planted with 
a mix of perennials, shrubs and trees. See also photo #47. 
Photograph by Karen K Brown.

Karen K. 
Brown

4/18/2023
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49_BrownHillGardens_2023Apr18_KKBrown.jpg
Narrow pea gravel path in lower areas of the garden. Bench strategically placed for 
pausing to enjoy garden.  
Photograph by Karen K Brown.

Karen K. 
Brown

4/18/2023

50_BrownHillGardens_2023Apr18_KKBrown.jpg
Gravel path on the downhill slope leading to vegetable garden located on the other side 
of the woods. Wood box structures are for channeling water. 
Photograph by Karen K Brown.

Karen K. 
Brown

4/18/2023

51_BrownHillGardens_2021May19_KKBrown.jpg

Continuation of gravel path shown in photo #50, to vegetable garden, rustic bridge 
crosses the main stream flowing through the property. Path travels through a 
rhododendron thicket. In the middle of the woods. 
Photograph by Karen K Brown.

Karen K. 
Brown

5/19/2021

52_BrownHillGardens_2021May19_KKBrown.jpg
Vegetable garden and barn.  Crop area surrounded by electric fence to keep bears and 
other wildlife out of the garden. 
Photograph by Karen K Brown.

Karen K. 
Brown

5/19/2021

53_BrownHillGardens_2021May19_KKBrown.jpg
Vegetable garden and barn, early spring, raised planting beds created with non-treated 
logs. 
Photograph by Karen K Brown.

Karen K. 
Brown

5/19/2021

54_BrownHillGardens_2021Apr13_KKBrown.jpg

Raised planning beds, early spring, grape vines on left side of photo with apple trees 
behind them. Woods screen house, gardens and Approach Road from the vegetable and 
cut flower garden beds. 
Photograph by Karen K Brown.

Karen K. 
Brown

4/13/2021

55_BrownHillGardens_2021Sep13_ALockwood.jpg
Planting beds, late summer, scarecrow in the middle of the garden, grapevines to the 
left, dahlias in the distance and zinnias on the lower righthand side of photo. 
Photograph by Anna Lockwood.

Anna 
Lockwood

9/13/2021

56_BrownHillGardens_2021Sep13_KKBrown.jpg
Late summer colorful dahlias in the flower and vegetable garden.  
Photograph by Karen K Brown.

Karen K. 
Brown

9/13/2021
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