
The French Broad River Garden Club Foundation, Inc.

1000 Hendersonville Road
Asheville, NC 28803

www.frenchbroadrivergc.org

To encourage enjoyment of gardening, support environmental and horticultural
education and practices, and promote conservation and sustainable use of natural

resources.

2024 - 2025
YEARBOOK

(Revised September 5, 2024)

The French Broad River Garden Club was chartered in 1927.
The French Broad River Garden Club was admitted to the

Garden Club of America in 1933.

The French Broad River Garden Club, Inc. was chartered in 1957.

In 1989, The French Broad River Garden Club, Inc. merged into The French Broad River
Garden Club Foundation, Inc. It continues to be a member of the Garden Club of

America as The French Broad River Garden Club Foundation, Inc.
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Past Presidents

The French Broad River Garden Club The French Broad River Garden Club
Foundation, Inc.

1927-1929 Mrs. William Beverly Mason
1929-1931 Miss Jenny Fleetwood Westfeldt
1931-1933 Mrs. Edward King
1933-1935 Mrs. John Izard
1935-1937 Mrs. Catherine C. Carr
1937-1939 Mrs. William W. Dodge, Jr.
1939-1941 Mrs. James G. K. McClure
1941-1943 Mrs. Curtis Bynum
1943-1945 Mrs. Thomas S. Creighton
1945-1947 Mrs. Charles S. Bryant
1947-1949 Mrs. Ferdinand M. Bartelme
1949-1951 Mrs. Kingsland Van Winkle
1951-1953 Mrs. A. B. Craddock
1953-1955 Mrs. William F. P. Coxe
1955-1957 Mrs. Burnham S. Colburn, Jr.
1957-1959 Mrs. Charles D. Owen
1959-1961 Mrs. Charles E. Waddell
1961-1963 Mrs. John B. Veach
1963-1965 Mrs. Philip C. Brownell
1965-1967 Mrs. Robert L. Montague
1967-1969 Mrs. Frederick L. Worcester
1969-1971 Mrs. Ernest Hamill

(formerly Mrs. Joel B. Adams)
1971-1973 Mrs. L. Tyson Betty
1973-1975 Mrs. David B. Morgan, Jr.
1975-1977 Mrs. Cecil A. Pless, Jr.
1977-1979 Mrs. John B. Veach, Jr.
1979-1981 Mrs. Joe Berry

(formerly Mrs. Lewis Lunsford)
1981-1983 Mrs. Charles E. Cummings
1983-1985 Mrs. Carter S. Bagley
1985-1987 Mrs. George H. V. Cecil
1987-1989 Mrs. Verne Rhoades

1989-1991 Mrs. Joshua F. B. Camblos
1991-1993 Mrs. John H. Russell
1993-1995 Mrs. James A. Shivers
1995-1997 Mrs. Miles Elmore
1997-1999 Mrs. Stephen W. Woody
1999-2001 Mrs. Wade H. Saunders, III
2001-2003 Mrs. Thomas C. Bolton
2003-2005 Mrs. John C. Ager
2005-2007 Mrs. Kerney McNeil
2007-2009 Mrs. Kemper W. Brown
2009-2011 Mrs. Arthur J. Field
2011-2013 Mrs. Charles H. Smither
2013-2015 Mrs. Peter A. Gentling
2015-2017 Mrs. C. Keith Love
2017-2019 Ms. Stuart Camblos
2019-2021 Mrs. Michael L. Flynn
2021-2023 Mrs. Stephen C. Thompson
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The Garden Club of America
14 East 60th Street
New York, NY 10022

(212) 753-8287
gca@gcamerica.org www.gcamerica.org

GCA President Marilyn G. Donahue
The Little Garden Club of Rye
(914) 447-7775 and (914) 921-0195
donahue.marilyn@gmail.com

Coordinator of Zone Co-Chairs Mary H Harmon
Country Garden Club, Zone X
(419) 494-1719
maryhharmon@gmail.com

Zone VII Chairman for Club Committees Caroline Schutts
Glenview Garden Club, Zone VII
(502) 445-3818
CBorg564@gmail.com

Zone VII Chairman for Club Presidents Elizabeth Flynn
The French Broad River Garden Club
embagley@gmail.com
(828) 712-4270

Visit the GCA website for many helpful resources, including information about or links to the following
publications:

● Basic Plant Propagation Handbook – hard copy book produced by the Horticulture Committee
● By Design - quarterly magazine produced by the Flower Arranging Study Group
● Conservation Watch – quarterly newsletter published by the Conservation Committee
● Flower Show & Judging Guide (aka The Yellow Book) – publication outlining GCA rules, general

information, procedures and guidelines for a flower show
● focus – quarterly online newsletter produced by the Photography Committee
● GCA Acorn – compendium of writing including articles from current and previously published

GCA publications, Conservation/ National Affairs & Legislation Committee reports and updates
from Smithsonian’s Archives of American Gardens

● GCA Annual Report
● GCA Position Papers – jointly produced by the National Affairs & Legislation and Conservation

Committees; papers summarizing issues of top priority to the GCA
● The Legislative Update – produced by the National Affairs & Legislation Committee to alert clubs

to committee hearings and bills actively before Congress
● The Real Dirt – quarterly online newsletter produced by the Horticulture Committee
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The French Broad River Garden Club Foundation, Inc.
2023 - 2024 Board of Directors

President Catty Andry (828) 231-6500 cattyandry@me.com
1st VP Joye King Steele (828) 808-1381 joye921@gmail.com
2nd VP Nancy Butler (828) 254-6596 nanbutlr@bellsouth.net
3rd VP Barbara Veach (828) 231-0789 bjkveach@gmail.com
Recording Secretary Amy Fleming (828) 231-1112 amyfleming321@gmail.com
Corresponding Secretary Mary Anne Paul (828) 230-6585 maryanne.e.paul@gmail.com
Treasurer Fiona Teague (828) 747-1885 fiona_p@me.com
Communications Ruth Goodridge (828) 450-1559 ruthgregorygoodridge@gmail.com
Conservation Monte Gaillard (803) 413-3558 mparsons123@gmail.com
Horticulture Tish Szurek (828) 230-9796 tish.szurek@gmail.com
Past President Eleanor Thompson (828) 242-2417 eft_207@yahoo.com

Committee Chairs

Archives and History Jasmin Gentling (828) 253-0608 jasminmgentling@gmail.com
Awards Merri McLean (828) 230-4200 merrimclean1@gmail.com
Botanical Arts Sara Lavelle (828) 274-1259 sara@lavelle.org
By-Laws Candy Shivers 828) 273-1191 annasshivers@aol.com
Buildings Joye King Steele (828) 808-1381 joye921@gmail.com
Civic Improvement Beth Eckl (510) 909-8483 eeckl82@gmail.com
Club Administrator Amy Fleming (828) 231-1112 amyfleming321@gmail.com
Communications Ruth Goodridge (828) 450-1559 ruthgregorygoodridge@gmail.com
Conservation Monte Gaillard (803) 413-3558 mparsons123@gmail.com
Dr. Sapp Peter Gentling (828) 253-0608 pgentling@charter.net
Finance Fiona Teague (828) 747-1885 fiona_p@me.com
Floral Design Eleanor Thompson (828) 242-2417 eft_207@yahoo.com
Flower Show Elizabeth Flynn (828) 712-4270 embagley@gmail.com
Gardens & Grounds Nancy Butler (828) 254-6596 nanbutlr@bellsouth.net
Garden History/Design Anna Lockwood (828) 337-2233 aalkwd@gmail.com
Greenhouse Margaret Sinnott (412) 480-5080 margaretsinnott@yahoo.com
Greens Market Charlotte Riddle (828) 606-1358 charlottetriddle@yahoo.com
Horticulture Tish Szurek (828) 230-9796 tish.szurek@gmail.com
Hospitality Frances Baldwin (704) 654-0064 franciethat@gmail.com
Investments Laura McCue (828)777-1068 laura@wofm.us
Membership Ashley Stanier (828) 279-0493 ajstanier@hotmail.com
Nominating Eleanor Thompson (828) 242-2417 eft_207@yahoo.com
Plant Sale Mary Anne Paul (828) 230-6585 maryanne.e.paul@gmail.com
Photography Karen Brown (828) 231-0617 kcaabrown@gmail.com
Programs Barbara Veach (828) 231-0789 bjkveach@gmail.com
Scholarships Beth Cummings (828) 777-3243 bethtcummings@gmail.com
Treasurer, Assistant Julie Rose (307) 752-5605 jsrhappygirl@yahoo.com
Tenant Liaison Joye King Steele (828) 808-1381 joye921@gmail.com
Visiting Gardens Gay Coleman (828) 231-9102 sail2gwc@aol.com
Website/Social Media Ruth Goodridge (828) 450-1559 ruthgregorygoodridge@gmail.com
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The French Broad River Garden Club Foundation, Inc.
Committees 2023 - 2024

Archives & History Committee, Jasmin Gentling, Eleanor Thompson, Anna Lockwood, Gay Cogburn, Candy
Shivers, Ruth Goodridge, Dershie McDevitt, Laura McCue, Cam Fenton, Jeanne Cummings, Sara Lavelle, Stuart
Camblos, Karen Brown, Annie Ager

Awards Committee, Merri McLean, Elizabeth Flynn, Mary Anne Paul ,Elizabeth Brown, Susan Smith, Randy Hunter

Botanical Arts Committee, Sara Lavelle, Courtney Blossman, Elizabeth Flynn

Buildings Committee, Joye Steele, Jane McNeil, Dolly McLean, Whitney Israel, Charlotte Riddle, Amy Fleming,
Carolyn MacFie, Beth Cummings, Gwen Asheburn, Julie Rose

By-Laws Committee, Candy Shivers, Beth Cummings, Jeanne Cummings, Barbra Love

Civic Improvement Committee, Beth Eckl, Annie Ager, Eleanor Owen

Communications Committee, Ruth Goodridge, Eleanor Thompson, Anna Lockwood, Catty Andry, Karen Brown,
Mary Anne Paul

Conservation Committee, Monte Galliard, Roba Whitley, Frances Baldwin, Florence Krupnick, Susan Smith,
Popsie Lynch, Jane McNeil, Gay Cogburn, Mary Anne Paul, Sara Lavelle, Stuart Camblos, Annie Ager, Leslie Casse,
Joye Steele

Floral Design Committee, Eleanor Thompson, Leslie Casse, Catty Andry, Elizabeth Flynn, Courtney Blossman,
Sara Lavelle, Barbra Love, Ashley Stanier

Flower Show Committee, Elizabeth Flynn, Peggy Fischer, Catty Andry, Sidney Thornton, Sara Lavelle, Barbra
Love, Angie Baechtold, Ashley Stanier, Eleanor Thompson, Karen Brown

Finance Committee, Fiona Teague, Julie Rose, Susan Smith, Lin Brown, Betsy Ivey, Nancy Butler, Joye Steele

Gardens and Grounds Committee, Nancy Butler, Millie Elmore, Elizabeth Brown, Monte Galliard, Frances Baldwin,
Florence Krupnick, Nancy Swann, Amy Fleming, Annie Ager, Betsey Ambler

Garden History and Design Committee, Anna Lockwood, Mary Anne Paul, Courtney Blossman, Ruth Goodridge,
Tish Szurek, Charlotte Riddle, Eleanor Thompson, Annie Ager, Katrina Morgan, Karen Brown

Greenhouse Committee, Margaret Sinnott, Monte Galliard, Frances Baldwin, Florence Krupnick, Betsey Ambler,
Emmie Field, Sara Lavelle, Barbra Love, Charlotte Riddle, Courtney Blossman, Ruth Goodridge, Dershie McDevitt,
Beth Cummings, Roba Whitley, Anna Lockwood, Jane McNeil, Eleanor Owen

Horticulture Committee, Tish Szurek, Sara Lavelle, Dolly McLean, Sidney Thornton, Angie Baechtold

Hospitality Committee, Frances Baldwin, Jan Cantrell, Nancy Maher, Annie Ager, Barbra Love, Katherine Ivey,
Dolly McLean

Investments Committee, Laura McCue, Laura Webb, Susan Smith, Betsy Ivey

Photography Committee, Karen K Brown, Ruth Goodrige, Katrina Morgan, Anna Lockwood, Frances Baldwin,
Sara Lavelle, Nancy Maher

Programs Committee, Barbara Veach, Monte Galliard, Frances Baldwin, Tish Szurek

Scholarship Committee, Beth Cummings, Frances Baldwin, Angie Baechtold, Chris Dismukes, Telia Blackard,
Candy Shivers, Laurel Hunt

Visiting Gardens Committee, Gay Coleman, Courtney Blossman, Telia Blackard, Nancy Swann, Sara Lavelle,
Eleanor Thompson, Popsie Lynch, Laurel Hunt
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The French Broad River Garden Club Foundation, Inc.
2024 -25 Meeting and Program Calendar

Meetings are scheduled for the second Friday of each month at 10:00 am..

DATE PROGRAM TYPE CONTACT

July 12 Annual meeting Business Frances Baldwin

August 9 Composting at the Biltmore
Estate

Conservation Kimber Jones and
Elias Winkenwerder

Sept 13 Field trip to Felix Laughlin’s
Bonsai garden and Mac Day’s
Boxwood Hill

Horticulture Felix Laughlin and Art
Garst

October 11 Geology of Western North
Carolina: Connections of Plants
and Forests

Conservation/
Horticulture

Rick Wooten

November 8 Business

December 7-8 Greens Market

January 10 Microplastics and their
environmental Impact

Conservation Jason Love

February 14 Scholarship recipients’
presentations

Business Beth Cummings

March 14 All About Mushrooms Alan Muskat, “the
Mushroom Man”

April 11 Field trip to Campobello, SC, to
tour Betty Montgomery’s
Garden

Horticulture Betty Montgomery

May 9 Business

June 13 TBD

**Reminder: Please do not bring guests to Business Meetings.
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Western North Carolina Legislative Contacts
(2023)

NC Governor Roy Cooper (D)
Office of the Governor
20301 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, NC 27699-0301
(919) 814-2000
www.governor.nc.gov

NC Lieutenant Governor Mark Robinson (R)
Office of the Lieutenant Governor
20401 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, NC 27699-0401
(919) 814-3680
www.ltgov.nc.gov

U.S. Senator Ted Budd (R – NC)
304 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510
(202) 224-3154
www.budd.senate.gov

U.S. Senator Thom Tillis (R – NC)
113 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510
(202) 224-6342
www.tillis.senate.gov

U.S. Representative Chuck Edwards (R – NC)
1505 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515
(202) 225-6401
www.edwards.house.gov

U.S. Representative Patrick McHenry (R – NC)
2134 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515
(202) 225-2576
www.mchenry.house.gov

NC Senator Warren Daniel
(R - District 46: Buncombe County)
NC Senate
300 North Salisbury Street, Room 627
Raleigh, NC 27603
(919) 715-7823

Warren.Daniel@ncleg.net

NC Senator Timothy D. Moffitt
(R - District 48: Buncombe,
Henderson & Transylvania Counties)
NC Senate
16 West Jones Street, Room 2111
Raleigh, NC 27601-2808
(919) 733-5745
Tim.Moffitt@ncleg.net

NC Senator Julie Mayfield
(D - District 49: Buncombe County)
NC Senate
16 West Jones Street, Rm. 1025
Raleigh, NC 27601
(919) 715-3001

Julie.Mayfield@ncleg.net

NC Representative Lindsay Prather
(D - District 115)
NC House of Representatives
16 West Jones Street, Room 1019
Raleigh, NC 27601-1096
(919) 733-5746
Lindsay.Prather@ncleg.net

NC Representative Caleb Rudow
(D - District 116)
NC House of Representatives
300 North Salisbury Street, Room 504
Raleigh, NC 27603-5925
(919) 715-3012
Caleb.Rudow@ncleg.net

NC Representative Eric Ager
(D - District 114)
NC House of Representatives
16 West Jones Street, Room 1019
Raleigh, NC 27601-1096
(919) 715-2013
Eric.Ager@ncleg.net

9

mailto:Julie.Mayfield@ncleg.net
mailto:Julie.Mayfield@ncleg.net


Western North Carolina Legislative Contacts
(September 2023)

Buncombe County Commissioners Commissioners' Office
200 College Street, Suite 326
Asheville, NC 28801
(828) 250-4001
buncombecounty.org

Brownie Newman, Chairman (828) 243-0107 brownie.newman@buncombecounty.org

Al Whitesides (District 1) (828) 250-4006 alfred.whitesides@buncombecounty.org

Terry Wells (District 1) (828) 250-4008 terri.wells@buncombecounty.org

Jasmine Beach-Ferrara (District 2) (828) 250-4004 jasmine.beach-ferrara@buncombecounty.org

Martin Moore (District 2) (828) 250-4010 martin.moore@buncombecounty.org

Amanda Edwards (828) 250-4005 amanda.edwards@buncombecounty.org

Parker Sloan (District 3) (828) 231-4784 parker.sloan@buncombecounty.org

Asheville City Council

(mailing address) (location)
P.O. Box 7148 Asheville City Hall
Asheville, NC 28802 70 Court Plaza, Second Floor
(828) 259-5600

Esther Manheimer, Mayor esthermanheimer@avlcouncil.com

Sandra Kilgore, Vice Mayor sandrakilgore@avlcouncil.com

S. Antanette Mosley antanettemosley@avlcouncil.com

Kim Roney kimroney@avlcouncil.com

Sage Turner sageturner@avlcouncil.com

Sheneika Smith sheneikasmith@avlcouncil.com

Maggie Ullman maggieullman@avlcouncil.com
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The French Broad River Garden Club Foundation, Inc.

Buildings and Grounds Policy (approved July 5, 2012)

The cabins and gardens owned by the French Broad River Garden Club Foundation, Inc. may be used
for private events only if they reflect the purpose/mission of the club. (See By-Laws, Article II, Sections
1-3)

Each member of the Garden Club is entitled to reserve and use the facilities as long as those criteria are
met.

Because of our status as a non-profit organization 501(c)3, strictly social events are prohibited.

Other non-profit organizations may use the facilities if:

● They are sponsored by a FBRGCF member;
● The purpose of the meeting is educational; and
● The sponsor is in attendance for the event.

A contract which includes guidelines will be sent to the club member (and if applicable, a duplicate should
be sent to the sponsored agency) to fill out and sign. The Garden Club will ask for a donation that will go
directly into the Scholarship Fund.

The French Broad River Garden Club Foundation, Inc.
Guidelines for Using Clem's Cabin & Gardens (revised July 5, 2012)

● Because we raise funds to award scholarships at the end of each fiscal year, we request a
tax-deductible donation that will be determined at time of reservation.

● Please note that there is a MAXIMUM occupancy rate of 49 people inside Clem's Cabin.
● Please note there is NO SMOKING allowed in the cabins or anywhere on the grounds!
● Please note, also, that NO CANDLES are allowed in the cabins or anywhere on the grounds!
● DO NOT USE THE FIREPLACE.
● Return thermostat to 55 degrees.
● Kitchen, trash baskets and refrigerator are cleaned out.
● Chairs are left as they were found.
● Floor is swept clean.
● Doors are locked and key is returned to the Buildings Chairman.

Your contact for using the cabin and gardens will be the Garden Club's Buildings Chairman (Joye Steele,
(828) 808-1381, joye921@gmail.com). She will schedule the time for your use on the master calendar, meet
with you to give you the key and decide on the best way to return the key. Please do not hesitate to call her.

At any time before your event, please send your donation, payable to FBRGCF to the Club Treasurer
(Fiona Teague, (2023-2025), (828) 747-1885, fiona_p@me.com).
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The French Broad River Garden Club Foundation, Inc.
Membership 2023 - 2024

12

Active Members:

1977 Mrs. John C. Ager (Annie)
15 Clarke Lane
Fairview, NC 28730

annieagerhng@gmail.com (828) 273-6236

2000 Mrs. Scott Ambler (Betsey)
23 Boulder Cove
Fairview, NC 28730

betsey.ambler59@gmail.com (828) 691-4462

2012 Mrs. Michael B. Andry (Catty)
4 Holmwood Road
Asheville, NC 28801

cattyandry@me.com (828) 231-6500

2019 Mrs. Gary Ashburn (Gwen)
78 Forest Road
Asheville, NC 28803

gashburn@unca.edu (828) 274-1759
(828) 280-6412

2024 Ms. Dema Badr
1312 Heathbrook Cr.
Asheville, NC 28803

DemaBadr@gmail.com (828) 280-6627

2018 Mrs. Garza Baldwin (Frances)
23 White Oak Rd
Asheville. NC 28803

franciethat@gmail.com (704) 654-0064

2013 Mrs. John Blossman (Courtney)
2 Lone Pine Road
Asheville, NC 28803

cbloss5@att.net (828) 274-1218
(228) 861-0442

1987 Mrs. Kemper W. Brown (Elizabeth)
396 Merrills Cove Road
Asheville, NC 28803

emcbrown@charter.net (828) 777-1830

2006 Mrs. Elbert Brown, Jr. (Karen)
10 Beaver Creek Lane
Asheville, NC 28804

kcaabrown@gmail.com (828) 231-0617

2015 Mrs. Robert Butler (Nancy)
8 Richard Street
Asheville, NC 28803

nanbutlr@bellsouth.net (828) 254-6596
(828) 275-5344

2000 Ms. Stuart Camblos
22 Forest Road
Asheville, NC 28803

stuart.camblos@gmail.com (828) 273-7417



13

2011 Mrs. John Cantrell (Jan)
42 Forest Road
Asheville, NC 28803

jan7598@att.net (828) 274-7598
(828) 712-8298

2020 Mrs. Daniel Casse (Leslie)
57 Woodland Road
Asheville, NC 28804

lesliecasse@gmail.com (828) 505-6030

2024 Ms. Edith Cecil
208 Hollow Trail
Asheville, NC 28803

edithc123@gmail.com (202) 359-7700

1999 Mrs. M. David Cogburn (Gay)
32 Hilltop Road
Asheville, NC 28803

bfcogs1@aol.com (828) 274-1617
(828) 273-0100

2011 Mrs. Stewart Coleman (Gay)
11 Stuyvesant Road
Asheville, NC 28803

sail2gwc@aol.com (828) 277-6094
(828) 231-9102

2002 Mrs. Jim Cummings (Beth)
23 Buena Vista Road
Asheville, NC 28803

bethtcummings@gmail.com (828) 777-3243

2018 Ms. Elizabeth Pless Eckl (Beth)
13 North Oak Forest Drive
Asheville, NC 28803

eeckl82@gmail.com (510) 909-8483

2005 Mrs. Peggy Fischer
1913 Fenwick Place
Wilmington, NC 28403

phorner251@gmail.com (828) 337-1340

1997 Mrs. John N. Fleming (Amy)
20 Browntown Road
Asheville, NC 28803

amyfleming321@gmail.com (828) 231-1112

2006 Mrs. Michael L. Flynn (Elizabeth)
408 Vanderbilt Road
Asheville, NC 28803

embagley@gmail.com (828) 712-4270

2018 Mrs. Ross Franklin (Amanda)
4 Pine Tree Road
Asheville, NC 28804

sail2agc@hotmail.com (828) 712-3545

2020 Mrs. Palmer Gaillard (Monte)
36 Hallett Court
Asheville, NC 28803

mparsons123@gmail.com 803-413-3558
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1991 Mrs. Peter A. Gentling (Jasmin)
500 Cherokee Road
Asheville, NC 28804

jasminmgentling@gmail.com (828) 253-0608
(828) 329-8433

2017 Mrs. Jeffrey Goodridge (Ruth)
1098 Hendersonville Road
Asheville, NC 28803

ruthgregorygoodridge@gmail.c
om

(828) 450-1559

2024 Mrs. Greg Goosmann (Ann)
8 East Forest Road
Asheville, NC 28803

anngoosmann@gmail.com (828) 777-9967

2024 Mrs. Grant Henegan (Lee)
45 Hilltop Road
Asheville, NC 28803

leems@mac.com (954) 253-8665

2022 Laurel Rathbun Hunt
18 Mountain Orchard Way
Arden, NC 28704

Laurelhunt@mac.com (828) 713-5845

2018 Mrs. Tom Israel (Whitney)
16 Hemlock Road
Asheville, NC 28803

sail2wwc@aol.com (828) 230-4098

2016 Ms. Katherine Ivey
1405 Kenton Lane
Asheville, NC 28803

thiel.k@gmail.com (828) 676-1281
(623) 256-5654

2024 Leslie Ann Keller
53 Crowningway Drive
Asheville, NC 28804

leslieannkeller@gmail.com (828) 691-1123

2005 Mrs. Elizabeth Krieger (Beth)
131 Nancy Ashworth Lane
Fairview, NC 28730

bhkrieger5@gmail.com (828) 242-8358

2008 Mrs. Jack E. Krupnick (Florence)
10 Greenwood Place
Asheville, NC 28803

florencekrupnick@yahoo.com (828) 274-4528
(828) 279-1189

1992 Mrs. Brian F.D. Lavelle (Sara)
45 Brookside Road
Asheville, NC 28803

sara@lavelle.org (828) 215-6168

2024 Mrs. Edward Lilly (Lillian)
1867 Hebron Road
Hendersonville, NC 28739

LillianLilly231@gmail.com (828)231-7769
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2019 Mrs. John Lockwood (Anna)
42 New Cross North
Asheville, NC 28805

aalkwd@gmail.com (828) 337-2233

2004 Mrs. Keith Love (Barbra)
6 Forest Road
Asheville, NC 28803

barbraslove@gmail.com (828) 231-2937

2013 Mrs. Donald Lynch (Popsie)
1872 Charlotte Highway
Fairview, NC 28730

dlynch123@aol.com (828) 628-1872
(404) 944-4695

2018 Mrs. Carolyn Macfie
25 White Oak Road
Asheville, NC 28803

carolyn.macfie@gmail.com (828) 506-7649

2013 Mrs. Thomas Maher (Nancy)
1 Park Road
Asheville, NC 28803

nancykmaher@gmail.com (978) 314-5556

1998 Mrs. Michael D. McCue (Laura)
29 Woodmere Drive
Arden, NC 28704

laura@wofm.us (828) 777-1068
(828) 274-7844

2020 Mrs. Larry McDevitt (Dershie)
96 Pink Fox Cove Rd
Weaverville, NC 28717

mamacukoo@aol.com (828) 712-0031

1999 Ms. Christine McGuire (Tina)
28 Forest Road
Asheville, NC 28803

tinamcgu1946@gmail.com (828) 230-5893

1992 Mrs. William McLean (Dolly)
381 Vanderbilt Road
Asheville, NC 28803

xmaswreathshop@gmail.com (828) 230-1501

1990 Mrs. W. Copley McLean (Merri)
9 West Avon Parkway
Asheville, NC 28804

mcleanclan@charter.net (828) 254-9660
(828) 230-4200

1990 Mrs. M. Kerney McNeil (Jane)
19 Hemlock Road
Asheville, NC 28803

jbmcneil@preferredprop.com (828) 231-7763
(828) 274-4663

1987 Ms. Daria O. Morgan (Dasha)
9 Willow View Drive, High Vista Estates
Mills River, NC 28759

dasha.morgan@gmail.com (828) 676-6011
(828) 674-1317
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1997 Mrs. David B. Morgan, III (Katrina)
454 Crowfields Drive
Asheville, NC 28803

thekatrinamorgan@gmail.com (828) 674-9103

1983 Mrs. Charles D. Owen, III (Eleanor)
7 Greenwood Road
Asheville, NC 28803

eleanorowen@msn.com (828) 230-2120

2019 Mrs. John Paul (Mary Anne)
85 Elk Trail
Asheville, NC 28804

maryanne.e.paul@gmail.com (828) 230-6585

2022 Charlotte T. Riddle
2149 Hebron Street
Laurel Park, NC 28739

charlottetriddle@yahoo.com (828) 606-1358

2021 Julie Rose
31 Busbee Road
Asheville, NC 28803

jsrhappygirl@yahoo.com (307) 752-5605

2009 Mrs. Scott Shealy (Sally)
48 Hilltop Road
Asheville, NC 28803

sallyshealy48@gmail.com (828) 280-4673

1982 Mrs. James A. Shivers (Candy)
15 Browntown Road
Asheville, NC 28803

annasshivers@aol.com (828) 273-1191

2016 Mrs. John Sinnott (Margaret)
509 Hollow Trail
Asheville, NC 28803

margaretsinnott@yahoo.com (412) 480-5080

2018 Dr. Angela Baechtold Skinner (Angie)
372 Kimberly Avenue
Asheville, NC 28804

1902 Wolcott Avenue
Wilmington, NC 28403

angie@theflowergardener.com (828) 280-5278

2015 Mrs. Brian Smith (Susan)
400 Charlotte Street #803
Asheville, NC 28801

briansusansmith@gmail.com (828) 230-2500

2018 Mrs. John Stanier (Ashley)
60 Stuyvesant Road
Asheville, NC 28803

ajstanier@hotmail.com (828) 279-0493
(828) 274-1033
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2015 Mrs. Joye King Steele
19 Griffing Circle
Asheville, NC 28804

Joye921@gmail.com (828) 808-1381

2014 Mrs. Paul Szurek (Tish)
4 Fen Way
Asheville, NC 28803

tish.szurek@gmail.com 828) 230-9796

2021 Catherine Taylor
3 Deerfield Road
Asheville, NC 28803

cecilca@aol.com (802) 291-2249

2020 Mrs. Thomas Teague (Fiona)
1239 Cane Creek Road
Fletcher, NC 28732

fiona_p@me.com (828) 747-1885

2010 Mrs. Stephen C. Thompson (Eleanor)
19 Amherst Road
Asheville, NC 28803

eft_207@yahoo.com (828) 242-2417

2023 Mrs. Norwood C. Thornton, Jr. (Sidney)
6 Southwood Road
Asheville, NC 28803

thorntonsid@gmail.com (504) 495-7858

2003 Dr. Barbara Kolack Veach
20 Cedarcliff Road
Asheville, NC 28803

bjkveach@gmail.com (828) 231-0789

1997 Ms. Laura Webb
28 Covewood Road
Asheville, NC 28805

lwebb@webbavl.com (828) 252-4467

2016 Mrs. Richard Whiteley (Roba)
331 Vanderbilt Road
Asheville, NC 28803

robajwhiteley@gmail.com (703) 314-1070
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Affiliate Members:

2019 Mrs. Thomas C. Adams, Jr. (Buff)
83 Wychewood Drive
Memphis, TN 38117

P.O. Box 1920
68 Golf Drive
Cashiers, NC 28717

mredbirds@gmail.com (901) 834-0479

1970 Mrs. Carter S. Bagley (Beverly)
15 Bourne Lane
Asheville, NC 28803

(November 1 to May 1)
790 Andrews Avenue, E 102
Delray Beach, FL 33480

beverlybagley@gmail.com (828) 274-1368
(561) 272-4146
(828) 776-7368

1965 Mrs. I. Croom Beatty, IV (Meriwether)
3 Forest Road
Asheville, NC 28803

mtb1@charter.net (828) 274-8317
(828) 713-0774

1973 Mrs. Joe E. Berry, Jr. (Charlotte)
180 Wesley Drive, Apt 201
Asheville, NC 28803

chberry1931@gmail.com (803) 261-5906

1991 Mrs. W. Louis Bissette, Jr. (Sara)
321 Old Toll Road
Asheville, NC 28804

bissette@gmail.com (828) 254-0403
(828) 777-9698

2003 Mrs. William G. Blackard (Telia)
1 Bourne Lane
Asheville, NC 28803

teeblackard@gmail.com (828) 274-1742
(828) 230-7718

1988 Mrs. David G. Brown (Lin)
39 Glastonbury Lane
Asheville, NC 28803

linbrown5@yahoo.com (828) 274-0828

2001 Mrs. R. Blake Butler (Spencer)
30 Bevlyn Drive
Asheville, NC 28803

butler@cfwnc.org (828) 776-2030

1960 Mrs. Ann Fuller Coxe
125 Clover Leaf Lane
Asheville, NC 28803

afcoxe@charter.net (828) 274-1838
(828) 772-8187
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1967 Mrs. Charles E. Cummings (Jeanne)
340 Vanderbilt Road
Asheville, NC 28803

jeannecharlie78@gmail.com (828) 274-0224
(828) 777-9451

2003 Mrs. Paul Dismukes (Chris)
10 Westwood Road
Asheville, NC 28803

chdismukes@gmail.com (828) 231-2897

1989 Mrs. W. Roger Domby (Linda)
379 Vanderbilt Road
Asheville, NC 28803

ldomby@hotmail.com (828) 777-1004

1980 Mrs. Miles Elmore (Millie)
6 Stuyvesant Road
Asheville, NC 28803

melmore2@me.com (828) 274-5435
(828) 333-0170

1966 Mrs. Arthur J. Field (Emmie)
34 Buena Vista Road
Asheville, NC 28803

fieldemmie@gmail.com (828) 274-1839

2010 Mrs. Art Garst (Lori)
7 Buena Vista Road
Asheville, NC 28803

lorimgarst@gmail.com (828) 777-7598

2024 Mrs. William Greer (Fann)
36 Wakefield Drive
Asheville, NC 28803

fanngreer@gmail.com (757) 818-5189

1971 Mrs. Lyman J. Gregory, Jr. (Clemie)
1092 Hendersonville Road
Asheville, NC 28803

clemieg@bellsouth.net (828) 274-0700

2000 Ms. Judith Hamill (Judy)
160 White Fence Lane
Mill Spring, NC 28756

judyhamill@aol.com (561) 601-8043

1979 Mrs. Robbie Peters Hendon
105 Clubwood Court
Asheville, NC 28803

rphendon45@gmail.com (828) 274-7992
(828) 779-7993

1996 Mrs. T.D. Hunter, III (Randy)
P.O. Box 134
Flat Rock, NC 28731

42mirandahunter@gmail.com (828) 489-9653

1980 Mrs. George E. Ivey (Betsy)
2 Bourne Lane
Asheville, NC 28803

mrjd74a@gmail.com (828) 274-4157
(828) 231-2078
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2004 Mrs. Philippe Jourdain (Martine)
422 Crowfields Drive
Asheville, NC 28803

martjour@gmail.com (828) 277-2344
(828) 231-5582

2008 Mrs. David Millar (Jill)
67 Lambeth Drive
Asheville, NC 28803

jillmillar9pk@gmail.com (828) 258-0629

1989 Mrs. James H. Miller (Sharon)
9 Fairway Place
Asheville, NC 28803

Winter
222 Broad Street
Georgetown, SC 29440

gigisharon43@gmail.com (828) 318-2282

1998 Mrs. Benjamin Moats (Millicent)
45 Linville Drive
Pinehurst, NC 28374

mmoonchild248@gmail.com (828) 273-7788

2006 Mrs. Richard Murray (Vinton)
49 Forest Road
Asheville, NC 28803

vinton.murray@me.com (828) 277-5489
(828) 335-5981

1990 Mrs. Thomas G. Myer (Alice)
719 Crowfields Lane
Asheville, NC 28803

amyer.hope@gmail.com (828) 274-0221
(828) 712-0221

2020 Mrs. Jeffrey Neikirk (Anne)
263 Hempstead Place
Charlotte, N.C. 28207

12 Bourne Lane
Asheville, N.C.28803

neikirk.anne@gmail.com (404) 788-5487

1993 Mrs. J. Herbert Ogden, Jr. (Rebecca)
187 Jimmy Blige Lane
Richmond Hill, GA 31324

rmgo2017@gmail.com (914) 672-3004

2000 Mrs. David Newman (Janet)
9179 Selborne Lane
Chattahoochee Hills, GA 30268

janetmnewman4@gmail.com (828) 989-5202

1992 Mrs. Charles F. O'Cain (Pat)
301 Old Toll Road
Asheville, NC 28804

psocain@gmail.com (828) 215-3502
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2001 Mrs. Isaiah Perkinson (Annie Louise)
1860 Charlotte Highway
Fairview, NC 28730

perkinson.annie@gmail.com (828) 768-3348

1987 Mrs. George Pickering, Jr. (Dini)
1 Biltmore Estate Drive
Asheville, NC 28803

dpickering@biltmore.com (828) 274-9100
(828) 691-3464

1963 Mrs. Cecil A. Pless, Jr. (Grace)
5 Saint Albans Court
Asheville, NC 28803

ggpless90@gmail.com (828) 775-7741

2007 Mrs. Michael Rapier (Kay)
1566 Webster Street
New Orleans, LA 70118

kayrapier@msn.com (504) 899-7059

1977 Mrs. John R. E. Ruhl (Susie)
1 Holly Hill Road
Asheville, NC 28803

sdtruhl@mac.com (828) 274-4329

1980 Mrs. John H. Russell (Connie)
93 Chauncy Circle
Asheville, NC 28803

russellj410@gmail.com (828) 230-6484

1985 Mrs. Wade H. Saunders, III
(Mary Margaret)
73 Forest Road
Asheville, NC 28803

mm@saunderscentral.com (828) 274-0687
(828) 273-8700

2008 Mrs. Lary A. Schulhof (Jan)
40 Hilltop Road
Asheville, NC 28803

jan@schulhof.com (828) 274-1333
(828) 777-5508

2001 Mrs. Richard G. Sieburg (Bee)
2 Club Knoll Road
Asheville, NC 28804

beesieburg@yahoo.com (828) 285-9031
(828) 279-4945

2000 Mrs. Charles Hardie Smither (Sarah)
444 Crowfields Drive
Asheville, NC 28803

sarahms555@att.net (828) 254-3870

1986 Mrs. David Swann (Nancy)
262 Racquet Club Road
Asheville, NC 28803

ndswann@mindspring.com (828) 231-5331

1989 Mrs. W. Kirkland Symmes (Gay)
11 Wakefield Drive, No. 2005
Asheville, NC 28803

symmes2005@gmail.com (828) 505-3070
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1998 Mrs. Dianne Turner (Dianne)
574 Sycamore Street
Madison, GA 30640

dianneht@gmail.com (828) 329-9009

1996 Mrs. Benjamin B. C. Watson (Judy)
35 Sheffield Circle
Asheville, NC 28803

jkbw1993@aol.com (828) 254-9667

2007 Mrs. Joseph E. Wheeler, Jr. (Susan)
1 Preston Court
Weaverville, NC 28787

susan.wheeler41@gmail.com (828) 505-6751

1984 Mrs. Stephen W. Woody (Mary Bruce)
74 Forest Road
Asheville, NC 28803

swwoody@earthlink.net (828) 274-0530

Sustaining Members:

1971 Mrs. W. Montgomery Oates (Julie)
116 Whistle Lane
Zirconia, NC 28790

juliaoates36@gmail.com (828) 606-1842



BY-LAWS OF
THE FRENCH BROAD RIVER GARDEN CLUB FOUNDATION, INC.

as of August, 2003

ARTICLE I

Corporate Name

The name of this corporation, which may be a member of the Garden Club of America, shall be THE FRENCH
BROAD RIVER GARDEN CLUB FOUNDATION, INC.

ARTICLE II

Purposes

Sec. 1: To promote the conservation, development and intelligent use of the natural resources of North
Carolina and elsewhere, and to that end to support and make contributions to any conservation project or
projects whether for the protection or conservation of lands, waters, forests, plants or wildlife, and from time to
time by providing scholarships to send teachers and others interested in the field of conservation, to
conservation schools and laboratories; to encourage and develop markets for the distribution of products
produced by needy rural people in furtherance of the foregoing objectives; to gather, compile and disseminate
information relative to any phase of conservation; and otherwise to do all things reasonably calculated to
educate the general public as to the need for protecting and conserving our lands, waters, forests, plants, wildlife
and other natural resources.

Sec. 2: To secure donations of money and property by solicitation or otherwise for the general purposes
or for any specific purpose of the corporation and to conduct fundraising drives and campaigns.

Sec. 3: To encourage horticultural activities and civic planting which demonstrate conservation,
development and intelligent use of the natural resources of North Carolina.

ARTICLE III

Members

Sec. 1: The membership shall consist of not more than seventy Active and Junior members; and such
Sustaining and Affiliate members as shall be approved by both the Membership Committee and the Board of
Directors of the Foundation.

Sec. 2: Classes of Membership: Active, Affiliate, Junior and Sustaining.

a. Active. (1) Members shall be required to attend all meetings and to contribute time to the work of the
Foundation, either as officers, director or committee members and shall work on major Foundation
projects. (2) Excuses for absences should be written or emailed to the Recording Secretary not later than
one week after a missed meeting. (3) All active members shall be entitled to vote.

b. Affiliate. Affiliate Membership may be granted at the discretion of the Membership Committee and with
the approval of the Board of Directors to those active members who are (1) not less than sixty-five years
of age, who have completed ten years of service to the Foundation, and who are no longer desirous or
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able to take part in all activities of the Foundation; or (2) who find that they are unable to meet the
requirements of membership in the Foundation because of inflexible professional or business
commitments; or (3) who are moving to another area. Requirements of this class are: (1) Resident
non-working Affiliates must attend two meetings a year and work on at least one major project. (2) Any
Affiliate may vote if she has attended four meetings during the past twelve months. (3) Affiliate members
may serve on committees and serve as delegates to Zone and Annual meetings, but may not hold office.
(4) Members in this class may, when desiring to become Active again, request Active status and, when
space is available, be reinstated. (5) Affiliate members whose circumstances change and who no longer
qualify for Affiliate membership must become an Active member as space is available.

c. Junior. (1) Junior members shall be elected under the rules applicable to Active members. (2) Junior
members shall be thirty-five years of age or under when elected. (3) Junior members must attend four
meetings of the Foundation during the year. (4) Junior members will be expected to work on two projects
during each year. (5) They shall not vote or hold office. (6) They may propose or second nominations for
Active or Junior membership. (7) They may apply at the end of one year for Active membership. (8)
Junior members must become Active members at the end of five years.

d. Sustaining. (1) Sustaining members are former Affiliate members who, wishing to become completely
inactive for health reasons, may ask to be transferred to this category. Transfer to this category may be
made as well by the initiative of the Membership Committee with the approval of the Board of Directors.
(2) Sustaining members remain on the French Broad River Garden Club mailing list.

ARTICLE IV

Members’ Meetings

Sec. 1: Meetings of members shall be held monthly and the notice shall state the place where the
meeting is to be held.

Sec. 2: The Annual Members’ Meeting shall be held on the second Friday in July each year to receive the
annual reports of the Officers and Board of Directors of the Foundation. If that date falls on a legal holiday, then
the meeting should be held on the next succeeding day not a legal holiday. If an annual meeting is omitted on
the date herein provided for, a subsequent meeting may be held in its place. Such subsequent meetings shall be
called in the manner provided for special members’ meetings and any business transacted at such meeting shall
be valid.

Sec. 3: Business meetings shall be held four times a year, preferably in July, October, January and April.
Sec. 4: Special meetings of members may be called at any time by the President or by a majority of the

Board of Directors or by ten Active members.
Sec. 5: There shall be no refreshments served at any regular meetings with the exception of the Annual

Meeting.

ARTICLE V

Notice of Members’ Meetings

Sec. 1: Notice of the Annual Members’ Meeting stating the time and place shall be mailed by the
Secretary to each member to the address of such member as it appears in the records of the Secretary at least
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five days before said meeting. Such notice shall be sufficient if mailed at least five days before said meeting, and
all members shall be bound thereby as if they had actually received such notice.

Sec. 2: Notice of all special members’ meetings stating the time and place shall be mailed to each
member entitled to vote at the address of such member appearing on the Secretary’s records at least three days
before said meeting. Such notice shall be sufficient if mailed at least three days before said meeting, and all
members shall be bound thereby as if they had actually received such notice.

Sec. 3: No notice of the time, place or purpose of any members’ meeting shall be required if waived by
the members either before or after such meeting.

ARTICLE VI

Quorum at Members’ Meetings

At any members’ meeting a majority of the members represented in person shall constitute a quorum to do
business, but a less number may adjourn a meeting. When a quorum is present a majority of the members
represented at the meeting shall decide any question brought before such meeting. Proxies shall not be
permitted and only members actually present may vote.

ARTICLE VII

Officers

Sec. 1: The officers of this Foundation shall be a President, a First Vice President, a Second Vice
President; a Third Vice President; a Treasurer, a Recording Secretary and a Corresponding Secretary.

Sec. 2: The President shall be the Chief Executive Officer of the Foundation and shall preside at all
meetings of the members and Directors when present. The President shall perform all duties usually incident to
this office and each other duties as the Directors shall delegate to her.

Sec. 3: The First Vice President shall assume the duties of the President in case of the death,
resignation, or absence of the President. She shall also be the Chairman of the Buildings Committee.

Sec. 4: The Second Vice President shall be Chairman of the Grounds Committee.
Sec. 5: The Third Vice President shall be Chairman of the Program Committee.
Sec. 6: The Recording Secretary shall be the Corporate Secretary and shall attend meetings of the

members and the Board of Directors and keep a record of the proceedings at such meetings and shall perform
such other duties as the President or Directors may designate. She shall be responsible for keeping the Garden
Club of America advised of the corrected list of all members of the Foundation.

Sec. 7: The Corresponding Secretary shall be an Assistant Corporate Secretary and shall issue notices
of all membership meetings, conduct all general correspondence, and perform other duties as assigned by the
President or the Board of Directors.

Sec. 8: The Treasurer shall have the care and custody of the funds of this Foundation and shall exercise
all powers and duties commonly incident to the office. Accurate books of account of the financial transactions of
the Foundation shall be kept. Funds of the Foundation shall be deposited in such bank as the Directors shall
designate and shall be disbursed upon checks signed in the manner designated by the Directors. There may be
a Treasurer-elect who will assist the Foundation Treasurer as necessary.
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Sec. 9: The officers shall be elected in every odd year at the April meeting of the members, and shall be
installed at the subsequent Annual Meeting. All of them, except the Treasurer-elect, shall be full members of the
Board of Directors as long as they shall hold office.

Sec. 10: If the office of any officer becomes vacant, the remaining Directors may choose a successor to
hold office until the next Annual Meeting. No person shall serve for more than six years consecutively as a
member of the Board or officer or combination thereof except the incoming or retiring President may serve for
the term preceding or following her tenure of office as Director.

ARTICLE VIII

Committees

Sec. 1: There shall be the following Committees: (a) Horticulture; (b) Conservation, and (c) such other
additional committees as the Board of Directors shall deem necessary.

Sec. 2: There shall be a Nominating Committee of five members elected by the Board of Directors of the
Foundation. It shall be their duty to nominate a slate of officers for the French Broad River Garden Club
Foundation; a slate of the Membership Committee to be voted on at the Annual Meeting every two years; and to
present to the Board nominees for delegates to Zone and Annual Meetings of the Garden Club of America. A
straw ballot for nominees to the Membership Committee may be taken at the June membership meeting. The
out-going President of the Foundation will automatically be the Nominating Chairman.

Sec. 3: A Membership Committee consisting of seven members and two alternates shall be elected at
the Annual Meeting in July of every second year by a slate presented by the Nominating Committee. The
Chairman is appointed by the President.

ARTICLE IX

Board of Directors

Sec. 1: The Board of Directors shall consist of the officers of the Foundation, except the Treasurer-elect,
and three additional Directors, all of whom shall be elected by the members. A vacancy on the Board of Directors
may be filled by the remaining Directors, and any Director may be removed by a majority vote of the members at
any meeting of the members and a successor elected at any such meeting.

Sec. 2: The Board of Directors shall manage the business of the Foundation. In managing its property
and affairs, the Directors shall present to the membership for ratification and approval all major program activities
and recommendations for change. The Board of Directors shall act in accordance with the laws of North Carolina
and with the Charter and By-Laws of the Foundation.

Sec. 3: A majority of members present shall constitute a quorum of the Board of Directors.
Sec. 4: One or more members of the Board of Directors may participate in meetings by telephone.
Sec. 5: For the two-year period following the term of office the immediate past President shall have the

right to attend and be heard at all meetings of the Board of Directors but shall not vote.
Sec. 6: The three Directors who are not officers shall be elected in July of each odd year for two year

terms, beginning in July.
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ARTICLE X

Meetings of the Board of Directors

Sec. 1: Regular Directors’ meetings shall be held at such places within or without North Carolina, and at
such times as the Board may determine, and if so determined, no notice need be given.

Sec. 2: An annual meeting of the Board of Directors shall be held prior to the Annual Membership
Meeting.

Sec. 3: Special meetings of the Board of Directors may be held at any time and place when called by the
President or by any three or more Directors. Notice of the time, place and purpose of any special meeting of the
Board of Directors shall be given to each Director by the Secretary or President or the Directors calling the
meeting at least one day prior to the meeting, or notice may be given in the manner provided for special
members’ meetings. Meeting of the Directors may be held without notice thereof either before or after any such
meeting.

ARTICLE XI

Voting Procedures

Sec. 1: Election of officers and directors shall be held by ballot except when there is only one candidate
for each office, when the vote may, by general consent, be viva voce. Additional nominations may be made from
the floor. Nominees receiving the vote of a majority of members present and voting shall be declared elected.

Sec. 2: All major Foundation projects require two-thirds majority vote of the members present and
voting.

Sec. 3: A vote on the Founders Fund Award shall be taken at the membership meeting preceding the
Garden Club of America Annual Meeting.

ARTICLE XII

Parliamentary Authority

Robert’s Rules of Order, Revised, shall be the authority in all questions of Parliamentary Law not covered by the
By-Laws.

ARTICLE XIII

Amendments

These By-Laws may be amended at any regular meeting of the members of the Corporation by a majority vote of
members present and voting, providing: (1) the proposed amendment has been submitted in writing at a
previous regular meeting or mailed out two weeks prior to the voting meeting; and (2) sixty percent of the Active
members are present at the meeting considering the Amendment.
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ARTICLE XIV

Dissolution

In the event of the dissolution of the French Broad River Garden Club Foundation, its assets remaining after
payment of, or provision for payment of, all debts and liabilities shall be distributed to such organizations
operated exclusively for charitable purposes and which have established their tax-exempt status under Section
501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code as the Board of Directors shall determine.

These By-Laws are correct and currently in effect.
Diane Weaver
Recording Secretary
October 1, 2015
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POLICIES - FISCAL, MEMBERSHIP, BRANDING & AWARDS
amended February 2024

I. GENERAL - For the purposes of this document, “FBRGCF” shall refer to The French Broad River Garden
Club Foundation, Inc., “Board” shall refer to the FBRGCF Board of Directors and “GCA” shall refer to the
Garden Club of America.

II. FISCAL POLICIES

A. Dues
1. The per annum dues shall be two hundred fifty dollars ($250) across all membership

categories. All dues are payable in advance.
2. Sustaining members will not be responsible for any dues to the FBRGCF, unless the

sustaining member wishes to remain a member of the GCA and receive the GCA
Bulletin. In that case, the sustaining member’s annual dues shall be the membership fee
assessed by the GCA.

3. Any member failing to discharge her indebtedness, after a reasonable period of time has
elapsed, shall be automatically dropped from the rolls, upon notification by the
Corresponding Secretary.

B. General Fiscal Policies
1. There may be a Treasurer-elect who shall assist the Foundation Treasurer as necessary.

The Treasurer-elect will not serve on the Board.
2. Committee chairmen should work closely with the Treasurer in determining a budget for

the year. A preliminary budget should be available for consideration by the Board at the
beginning of each fiscal year. A final budget should be submitted by the Treasurer to the
Board at its September meeting. After approval by the Board, the budget should be
presented to the membership at the next business meeting.

3. Committee chairmen are responsible for and must get authorization from the Board for
any unbudgeted amount over $100. Unbudgeted amounts under $100 require
authorization from the Treasurer and President.

4. Any major capital expenditure, sale of real property or major fundraising project should
be approved by the Board and the Foundation membership.

5. The Treasurer shall pay all expenses for both the President and one delegate to the Zone
Meeting and the GCA Annual Meeting.

6. Savings accounts shall be maintained for the purpose of collecting funds to be used for
educational purposes and any other current FBRGCF projects. These funds will also be
used for registration, travel expenses and other expenses for the President and one
delegate to the Zone and Annual Meetings and to host future Zone Meetings.
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III. MEMBERSHIP POLICIES

A. General Membership Policies
1. All Active, Affiliate and Junior members are members of the GCA. Sustaining members

may be members of the GCA if they choose to pay the dues. [refer back to II.A.2]
2. The Membership Committee, with the approval of the Board, shall have the authority to

allot the number of memberships to the various categories and to review these
allotments when it becomes necessary.

3. The Membership Committee Chairman shall read to the Foundation membership, at the
Annual Meeting, membership requirements stressing any changes that have been made
to these requirements and list the Active vacancies.

4. The Membership Committee, in coordination with Proposers, will be responsible for the
orientation of new members.

B. Changes in Status
1. There will be a moratorium from July 1 to April 30, during which time no membership

changes may be made. All requests for changes in membership must be made in writing
to the Chairman of the Membership Committee between May 1 and July 1. No
resignations shall be accepted until all dues are paid in full.

2. Any member who has resigned in good standing and wishes to return to the club must
request reinstatement by writing to the Chairman of the Membership Committee prior to
September 30. That member will be invited to fill the first available Active space. The
former member of the FBRGCF may enjoy all privileges of club membership, with the
exception of holding office, until space is available.

3. With the approval of the Membership Committee and the Board, a leave of absence not
to exceed one year may be granted to a member making such a request, if
circumstances of health or absence from the city or any other extenuating
circumstances warrant. At the end of one year, the case shall be reviewed, and the leave
may be extended for a reasonable period of time.

4. Junior members must become Active members at the end of five years.
5. An Affiliate member whose circumstances change and who no longer qualifies for

Affiliate membership must become an Active member as space is available.

C. Proposal of New Members
1. No member of the Membership Committee or the President of the FBRGCF may

propose or endorse a candidate for membership.
2. No Board member may propose or endorse a candidate for membership.
3. No member may propose or endorse a relative related by blood or through marriage for

membership.
4. A member may not propose more than one candidate nor endorse more than one

candidate in one year.
5. Proposals shall include a proposal form and letters from the Proposer and the Endorser.
6. Proposals must be made in writing to the Membership Chairman any time after the

Annual Meeting in July and by September 30 of that year. All proposals must be in the
hands of the Membership Chairman by Midnight, September 30.

7. It is required that anyone proposed for membership shall have lived in the area for at
least two years.

8. Proposers and Endorsers should introduce their candidate to the Membership
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Committee by January 31st.
9. Any candidate who is approved by five of the seven persons on the Membership

Committee shall be recommended to the Board.
10. The Membership Chairman shall present the candidates chosen by the Membership

Committee to the Board by reading the proposals at the April and May Board meetings.
11. At the May Board meeting, the Board shall vote on the candidates. A simple majority of

the Board must vote affirmatively for acceptance.
12. All persons on the Membership Committee and the Board must vote on candidates for

membership.
13. New members shall be announced at the June Foundation meeting and invited to attend

the Annual Meeting in July.
14. Proposers and Endorsers are required to be a part of the orientation process of new

members. Proposers and Endorsers are responsible for inviting and accompanying new
members to membership meetings, workdays, and major Foundation projects during the
new member’s first year.

15. The Proposal for Membership form is attached at the end of this policy document.

D. Proposal of GCA Members
1. A member of the FBRGCF may propose for Affiliate membership in the Foundation a

member in good standing from another GCA club who is sixty five years or older and
who has lived in the area for one year. The Membership Committee should be provided
with the following information: (a) a letter of recommendation or introduction from the
home club and (b) letters of endorsement from two members of the FBRGCF.

2. A member of the FBRGCF may propose for Active membership in the FBRGCF a
member in good standing from another GCA club who is under sixty five years of age
and who has lived in the area for one year. The Membership Committee should be
provided with the following information: (a) a letter of recommendation or introduction
from the home club and (b) letters of endorsement from two members of the FBRGCF.

3. Proposals in both categories will be considered as they are received. The
aforementioned ration of affirmative votes in the Membership Committee and the Board
shall be necessary for acceptance. (See Policies III.C.9 & III.C.11.)

E. Policies for New Members
1. The Membership Committee Chairman and the President shall be responsible for

assisting new members to become acquainted with the aims, policies and projects of
the FBRGCF and the GCA at a welcoming orientation. The Membership Committee will
organize two subsequent orientation meetings during the first year. At these meetings,
heads of all committees (including greenhouse, Greens Market and Plant Sale) should
outline activities of their committee and, where relevant, invite each new member to a
specific event (i.e., greenhouse ladies morning) on a specific day.

2. Each new member shall be given a copy of our history and a list of all committees, plus
a verbal description of each.

3. Requirements shall be stated as follows:
a. To attend all membership meetings (Juniors must attend four meetings per year).
b. To work on at least one committee during each two year term.
c. To support all major Foundation projects.
d. To work on at least one of the Market complex workdays each year.
e. To attend one meeting of the Foundation Board during the fall of the year.
f. It is recommended that no new member be asked to co-chair a fundraising

event her first year.
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F. Membership Responsibilities
1. Members are expected to attend all meetings. Excuses for absences should be made in

writing, by telephone or by email to the Recording Secretary.
2. Members shall serve on at least one committee and help with both fundraisers.
3. Each Active member must participate on one of the rotating teams assigned to care for

the gardens and grounds. Junior members are encouraged to participate whenever able.
4. Affiliate members are appreciated as valuable contributors and mentors. They do not

have to fulfill these requirements.
5. Sustaining members will remain on the FBRGCF mailing list and are encouraged to

remain as active as health allows.

IV. BRANDING POLICY - any use of the name, logo or other marks associated with the FBRGCF requires
review and approval of the Board.

V. AWARDS

A. The Virginia Hamlin Creighton Memorial Trophy shall be awarded in July at the Annual Meeting of
the Foundation to the member winning the largest number of points in all flower shows in which
members have exhibited during the year.

B. Points are accumulated as follows:
1. Blue ribbons - 3 points
2. Red ribbons - 2 points
3. Yellow ribbons - 1 point
4. Tri-color ribbons - 6 points
5. Special awards - 6 points
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POLICIES - FINANCE COMMITTEE

Statement of Purpose
● To define the responsibilities of the FBRGCF Finance Committee.
● To define the responsibilities of the FBRGCF Board of Directors regarding finance.

Objectives/Goals

● Ensure that the Foundation is fiscally responsible.
● Ensure the financial health, protect the assets, and make sure the resources are used

appropriately.

Board of Directors

● Has overall legal responsibility for the financial health of the Foundation.
● Has responsibility to review and understand key financial information, statements and reports:

● Fiscal year budget (with comparisons to actual expenditures/revenue)
● Profit and loss statement
● Balance sheet statement (needs to reflect restricted and current unrestricted net assets)
● Cash flow analysis
● Reports required for local, state, and federal regulators

Finance Committee

● Consists of the Treasurer(s), Fundraising Treasurer, First Vice-President/Buildings, Second
Vice-President/Grounds, and one or two other persons if deemed appropriate.

● Is represented on the Board of Directors by the Treasurer.
● Oversees the finances by designing and monitoring appropriate policies to safeguard the

organization's assets.
● Hires a CPA to guide the Foundation, to audit/review the books, to prepare tax returns and to

ensure that the Foundation has met compliance and reporting requirements.
● Prepares and oversees a budget with guidance from the Treasurer and Board and revises the

budget throughout the year if necessary.
● Provides a financial report to the Board at least quarterly.
● Determines the dollar amount to be retained from fundraisers to support our complex (buildings

and grounds).
● Determines the dollar amount to be invested yearly for our next Zone Meeting.
● Ensures that the full board understands the organization's financial condition.
● Studies and makes recommendations to the board relating to all aspects of financial planning,

financial management, and financial results. This committee will work with the Investment
committee to oversee investments and endowments.
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POLICIES - INVESTMENTS

Statement of Purpose

● To define the investment policy of the FBRGCF to be followed by the Board of Directors.
● To define the investment responsibilities of the Foundation's Board and the Investment

Committee.

Objective and Goal

● The Foundation's investment objective is to achieve a favorable total rate of return consistent
with prudent financial management and consistent with purposes or uses of funds involved.

● The goal is to meet the financial needs of the Foundation, its projects and its property through
growth and preservation of the financial assets.

Board of Directors

● Has authority for the investment assets of the Foundation.
● Approves any person or entity providing investment services to the Foundation to avoid conflicts

of interest.
● Approves the Investment Policy and any subsequent changes.
● Reviews the Foundation's financial assets and performance quarterly.

Investment Committee

● Consists of the Treasurer and two or three other persons, and if deemed appropriate, may
include a person with investment expertise from outside the Foundation.

● Is represented on the Board of Directors by the Treasurer.
● Chooses an investment advisor/consultant/broker(s) who will meet with the Investment

Committee to review the investment policy of the Foundation, handle investments as directed
and to further meet with the committee as needed.

● Chooses an insured fiduciary to hold financial assets and provide regular statements.
● Oversees the financial assets.
● Defines appropriate investments for asset categories.
● Provides a quarterly financial report to the Board.
● Will review and, if necessary, propose changes to the investment policy at least every two years

when new officers and committees are elected, using recommendations of the Foundation's
Board, attorneys, accountants or other professionals .

● Follows necessary IRS procedures to maintain nonprofit tax-exempt 501(c)(3) status.
● Meets as required.

Investment Types

The funds can be invested in equities, fixed-income investments, cash and equivalents. The types of
investments acceptable to the Foundation are as follows :

● US or International Common Stock
● US or International Preferred Stock
● US Government and Agency Securities
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● Foreign Government Bonds
● Corporate Bonds
● High Yield Bonds
● Commercial Paper
● Money Market Fund s
● Mutual Funds (open and closed-end)
● Real Estate (Public and Private REITs)
● Commodities

Additional Criteria

● All investments must be dollar denominated.
● Mutual fund investments and other pooled investments must have objectives, rules and

regulations that are consistent with the Foundation Investment Policy.
● Investments in lower rated bonds are permitted as part of a diversified mutual fund, given that

the exposure within the fund does not exceed 15%.
● All investments selected for the Foundation must have a readily ascertainable market value and

be readily marketable.
● Cash should be invested in interest bearing accounts or instruments.
● Money market funds and other cash equivalents should have stable pricing and instant liquidity.
● Investments will be made with a maturity or liquidity according to the date funds are needed to

meet obligations.
● Whenever possible, financial assets should be pooled for investment to achieve the best

possible return for the Foundation.

Foundation Asset Categories

The foundation's financial assets are divided into four separate categories each with specific investment
criteria.

1. Operating
a. Operating funds are used to carry on the daily functions of the Foundation. Operating

funds are mainly generated from dues and fundraisers.
b. Investments shall be low risk and have instant liquidity.

2. Endowment
a. Endowment funds are permanent financial assets intended to support the maintenance

and preservation of property and gardens owned by the Foundation. These funds are to
be invested and maintained so that the growth and earnings can provide funds for the
property and gardens. A conservative spending policy will be followed to pay out on an
annual basis a reasonable percentage, such as 4 or 5 percent, of the assets as long as
there is no weakening of the value of the fund. The ultimate objective shall be to pay out
only a portion of the annual average growth or total investment return. Endowment funds
are mainly generated from gifts and a designated percentage of yearly fundraisers. By
May 30 of each year the finance committee shall determine the maximum percentage of
profits from the fundraisers to be contributed to the Endowment, with a minimum of one
percent.

b. Investments shall be prudently chosen for growth and income.
3. Zone Meeting

a. Zone Meeting funds are accumulated each year to cover the expenses of the Zone
meetings, which currently occur every 18 years. Funds are generated with a deposit
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each of the 18 years to be certain that Zone Meeting expenses will be met. The Finance
Committee shall determine the dollar amount for each annual deposit with a minimum of
$1,500 per year. If there are funds left over after a Zone meeting, the Finance Committee
shall determine the disposition thereof. The Finance Committee can declare that
remaining funds may be part, or all of the required deposit for the next year.

b. Prudent investments shall be chosen for growth and income with the Zone meeting
target date as a guide.

4. Property/Gardens
a. Property/Gardens funds are used to support the property and gardens. Funds are mainly

generated from rent, undesignated gifts, fundraisers and distributions from the
Endowment fund within the above-mentioned guidelines.

b. Investments shall be low risk with timely liquidity.

1/10/2007
Amended 3/16/2009
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PROPOSAL FOR MEMBERSHIP
(amended April 2021)

To propose a candidate for membership into the FBRCGF, please complete the following form. Proposals shall include this
proposal form and letters from the Proposer and the Endorser. The completed packet shall be delivered to the Membership
Committee Chairman by midnight, September 30.

Policies Overview:

● Members of the Membership Committee, the Board and the President may not propose or endorse a candidate
● A member may not propose or endorse a relative related by blood or through marriage
● A member may not propose more than one candidate, nor endorse more than one candidate in one year
● Anyone proposed for membership shall have lived in the area for at least two years

Responsibilities of Proposers and Endorsers:

● mentor your candidate throughout her first year of membership
● accompany her to meetings
● introduce her to members
● attend an orientation meeting with her
● help create a welcoming atmosphere for her
● encourage her to participate in FBRGCF activities
● ensure that new members understand the benefits and expectations of FBRGCF membership
● introduce her to each person on the Membership Committee between her proposal (September 30) and the

beginning of their deliberation (January 31)
● please initial that you are willing to follow through with these responsibilities

Proposer:_______________ Endorser:_______________

Responsibilities of New Members:

● attend meetings
● serve on at least one committee
● participate in Foundation projects
● attend orientation sessions to learn about FBRGCF history, policies and projects

Important Dates:

● July Annual Meeting - September 30: Proposals for Membership accepted
● September 30: Proposals for Membership due by midnight
● September 30 - January 31: Proposers and Endorsers discreetly facilitate introducing proposed candidates to

Membership Committee
● February 1: Membership Committee deliberations begin; candidates approved by five of the seven persons on the

Membership Committee shall be recommended to the Board
● April Board Meeting: Membership Chairman presents candidates chosen by Committee to Board
● May Board Meeting: Membership Chairman presents candidates chosen by Committee to Board
● May Board Meeting: Board votes on candidates; simple majority must vote affirmatively
● June Membership Meeting: New Members announced
● June: Orientation for New Members
● July Annual Meeting: New Members attend as guests of their Proposers & Endorsers

Please remember that discretion is imperative. Thank you for your participation in the membership process!
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Name

Address

Telephone Email

Age Length of residence in As

Husband’s name Husband’s occupation

Children and approximate ages

Educational background

Occupation (past & present)

Memberships (organizations, churc

Relatives in FBRGCF

Friends in FBRGCF

Does she have a garden?

Is she sincerely interested in: (pleas
circle)

Horticulture Conservation Floral Design Educational Activities

Other talents or interests

How long and in what capacity has
Proposer known the candidate?

How long and in what capacity has
Endorser known the candidate?

Date Signature of Proposer

Date Signature of Endorser
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